B Talk absourn vour values and by vou think
gangs are dangerous. Discuss the violer

ig dealing, hamed of other growps for ne
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WHAT COMMUNITIES CAN DO

T0 KEEP GANGS OUT

B Develop positive alematives alter
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whwere children and teens can lear

expand their world, and have fun

[} Encourdge parenls o falk o one anotbe
Lthrowueh school fomums, social evenis, met
winTh s parenting classes, and suppor

Eroups

andd cdher agendcies

B Cooperaie with polics .
Repor suspicious activity, sct up a
Meighborhood Warch or citizen patral, wol

unteer oo clean up graffit

W o organizec and show gangs that your
neighborhood has 2era tolerance for theid:
activities, Your community has many
rescurces who can work together againsg
pangs, including law enforcement, civi
groups, religious congreganons, schools
youuln agencies, Boyvs & Girls Clubs
YRLAYWOA, Gid Scouts and Boy Scouts
drug treatment services, and communing
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Boys & Girls Clubs of America

1230 West Peachires Siree], NW

Mational PTA
330 Morth Wabash, Suire 2100
Chicsiga, 11 & 1 -4650

31 2-670-6078R2

National Youth Gang Information Center

."‘-;;|||||||.-|| |_ Pl l‘1|_"|.|_'||||.||r|. '|'_.||l_:||-q, il
T} K Sereet, N, Second Floor
Washingron, DN 2NEM-3817

_Mtryend
.":I:m-'n_n'g .'.'11.bp,-—_'.f!r||-;ﬁ_1:-
Hewliiide— A ¥ A7) 20 1006

1} BO00 303-8307 .

Tw Wakmap (P Crea Prseesor Cprpesy
apaeeps by cha Coime Frevsntion Ceslinn i
arrd pe g el e d by P Bprapaid Bew'iin

Bpderlierin 05 [ b me ol s

O B d s il (il o i By i did b

ADT Security Systems

Syatams



nce found only in large cities,
gangs bave invaded communities of
all sizes across tbe United States.
Gangs bring fear and violence to
neighborboods, traffick in drugs,
destroy property, and drive out
businesses. Gangs draw young
People away from school and
bome and into a life of violence,

LEARN ABOUT GANGS
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B Most gang members are mabe; they range in

age from B o 22 vears

Young people give vanious reasons for join
k

M EnEs. Among the MGST Commmeen

(0 Delong (o a group, for prolection, 1o
earn money, for excitement, and to be
with friends. For some, it's even a family

traclition

W Gangs signal their existence and solidariny
throwgh clothing and bead con EFings, a
special vocabulary, tatteos, hand signs, and

tagging their termitory with graffiri

| angsta” rap paints a realistic picture of
daily gang activity. The Iyrics glorify,
viehenoe, abuse of weomen, and disrespeci
for authornity, especially the police. Its pop-
ulariry among the young has helped spread
thie culture of gangs, culting across class

cooncamic, racial, and geographic lines

SIGNS THAT YOUR CHILD
MIGHT BE IN A GANG
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B Changes in dress habirs, such as w CANNg

the same color combination all the time
B Gang symbols on books or clothing
Tallous
SecTetiveness aboul activities
Extra cash from unknown sources
Carrying a weapon

Declining interest in school and family

Being arrested or detained by the police

If you notice these paterns, get help. Contact the
school counselor or the gang crimes unit of you

police depanment

MAKE SURE YOUR CHILD
DOESN'T NEED A GANG

B Show your child kove with Jots of hugs and
reassuranees,  Talk with and listen o yous
chinkl

B Supervise your children's activities. Help
them ger imvolved in athletics or other

activities that interest them.

B Enow about your chilld's friends and their

Iriends' families

B Put a high value on education and help your
chibd 1o do his or her best in school, Do

everything possible o prevent dropping o



